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Globalization - Planet Money Makes a T-Shirt 
https://apps.npr.org/tshirt/#/title

This is using the video portion of the website, not the text.


A. Introduction 
1. Main Idea - What is the basic premise of this video? What is it going to be about?


B. Cotton 
2. Location - Where is this section located?


3. Significant Details - Who exports more cotton than any other place in the world?


4. Change Over Time - What type of labor allowed America to maintain its cotton dominance? What is 
providing the labor now? 


5. Significant Details - Why do they change the cotton seed’s DNA?


6. Significant Details - What percentage of American cotton is genetically modified? 


7. Significant Details - How many t-shirts could the cotton from this one farm produce?


8. Reflect - 2+ sentences - Feel free to use these questions to guide you:  What are your thoughts on this 
section? What was important? Did you learn anything? What did you know going into this video that it 
confirmed? 


https://apps.npr.org/tshirt/#/title


C. Machines 
9. Reflection - 2+ sentences, focusing on: How much of this process were you familiar with? How do you feel 
about being so far removed from creating our own clothes?


D. People 
9. Location - Where was the men’s t-shirt made?


10. Look Up - Spend a few minutes researching your answer to #9. Write at least 3 interesting facts about the 
country.


11. Identity - What’s the name of the girl who they are interviewing for the men’s t-shirt?


12. Location - Where was the women’s t-shirt made?


13. Look Up - Spend a few minutes researching your answer to #12. Write at least 3 interesting facts about 
the country.


14. Identity - What’s the name of the girl who they are interviewing for the women’s t-shirt?


15. Significant Details - About how much money does Jasmine make each month?


16. Change Over Time - Is Bangladesh’s garment industry growing or shrinking? How can you tell?


17. Reasoning - Why do people like Jasmine work in the garment industry?




18. Significant Details - What happened in April 2013?


19. Comparison - How much more money does Doris make over Jasmine?


20. Evaluation - Why is the garment industry a good thing in Bangladesh?


21. Evaluation - Why is the garment industry a bad thing in Bangladesh?


22. Reflect - 2+ sentences - Feel free to use these questions to guide you:  What are your thoughts on this 
section? What was important? Did you learn anything? What did you know going into this video that it 
confirmed? 


E. Boxes 
23. Compare - How much does each part of the journey cost?


	 I) Raw Materials = 


	 II) Print the design = 


	 III) Ship the shirt internationally = 


	 IV) Ship the shirt to the customer’s home = 


24. Inference - Which of the 4 steps from #23 is the cheapest? Why do you think that is?




F. Conclusion - Extra Credit 
Option A) Make an infographic that shows where the t-shirts travelled throughout the world (include a map)


	 or


Option B) Write a 7+ sentence summary / reflection on the whole process. Who is being helped? Who is 
being hurt? What voices were left out of this documentary? 


